CHAPTER IV
RELATIVE AGES OF AMERICAN CIVILIZATIONS
ONE of the greatest difficulties in solving the rid-
dles of ancient American civilizations, is that we*
have no definite knowledge as to their relative ages.
This is a much discussed matter upon which few
recognized authorities agree. In the case of the an-
cient civilisations of Europe, Asia and Africa, it is
not difficult to establish, with reasonable certainty,
when they came into being, when they were in their
heyday and when they fell or were destroyed. Ex-
perts can even state, to within a few years, when a
certain king or Pharaoh was born, when he ascended
the throne, how long he reigned, when he died and
who his ancestors and descendants were.
Much of the material in the Bible is historical.
The Greeks and Romans, despite their conquests and
destructiveness were, fortunately, greatly interested
in history, and in the lives, habits and customs of
those whom they conquered or with whom they came
in contact, and they left us a vast amount of priceless
information* Most important of all is the fact that*
with few exceptions, the people who were responsible
for ancient civilizations in the Old World possessed
written or recorded languages which can be tran-
lated and deciphered. The famous Rosetta stone
gave the world the key to some of these, and others
have been worked out independently.
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